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of the Drin, Kara George, the " Supreme Chief/1 as he
was now styled, remained master of the day.    The
Pasha of Skodra, upon the news of his colleague's
defeat, proposed a truce, and a Servian embassy was
sent to Constantinople to arrange terms.    At first the
Sultan, terrified at the prospect of an alliance between
Servia and Russia, was ready to make almost any
concession.     He promised the Serbs a government
of their own, the possession of all the Turkish fort-
resses in Servia except Belgrade, where an Ottoman
garrison of one hundred and fifty men was still to
remain ; and, in lieu of all former taxes, the payment
of six hundred thousand gulden a year, in order to
provide  compensation  for the dispossessed Turkish
landowners, whose  lands  would now  revert to the
natives.    But just at this moment there came a turn
in the   great   Napoleonic   drama.     Believing   that
Russia   would   soon   be once   more   at   war   with
the  French Emperor and thus have no leisure for
Balkan politics, Selim  III. revoked his concessions
and recommenced hostilities.    Kara George lost no
time in accepting the challenge.   Belgrade once again
capitulated to him, but he could not check the fury of
his  followers  against its Turkish inhabitants.     For
two days the massacre continued ; on the third few
survived to tell the tale.    It was the revenge of the
people for centuries of oppression.

The revolution had overthrown all the existing in-
stitutions which the Turks had created, and the first
business of Kara George, now that he had freed his
country, was to provide it with a government. With the
aid of a Hungarian Serb, named Philippovic, a Senate,